
Seabridge Primary School Addendum for Behaviour Policy 

Behaviour Policy and Social Distancing Addendum September 2020 

 

Whilst we are working in exceptional times our first priority, as always, is to keep children safe. 
Therefore, in accordance with government guidelines, we are implementing a clear approach to 
social distancing in a number of important areas. Government guidance does not advise that social 
distancing is essential at all times in school, but it is one of a range of measures that schools are 
taking to keep children safe. Some of the measures in place include:   

 Sitting children side-by-side and facing forwards during lessons (this will differ in EY); 
  Children will have individual packs of resources, e.g. pencils and rulers; 
  Social distancing  encouraged when in the playground or doing any physical exercise; 
  Visiting the toilet one after the other; 
 Encouraging good hygiene and extra hand washing. 

 In line with this approach, we expect pupils as well as adults to follow these expectations which 
we have incorporated within our ‘school rules’ as explained in this policy. We recognise that this 
will be very new and could be challenging in some situations, particularly for younger pupils, 
where staff will implement social distancing measures as far as they are practicably able, whilst 
ensuring children are kept safe and well cared for. Similarly, there may be exceptional situations 
with pupils where social distancing is superseded by our duty of care towards them (such as if a 
child seriously hurts themselves). In these situations, staff will again take all possible 
precautions, whilst ensuring that these pupils remain safe and are well cared for. In all other 
circumstances, the expectation for social distancing and safe behaviour is now an important part 
of our behaviour policy. This is intended to ensure that pupils can learn and thrive in a positive, 
orderly and safe environment. This policy should typically be applied proportionately for 
younger pupils to encourage positive and safe behaviour rather than to apply sanctions for 
accidental lapses. For older pupils, there may be situations where they are deliberately 
breaching expectations for social distancing and safe behaviour and it is important that staff 
respond to this consistently. We recognise that to begin with these expectations will be very 
unfamiliar and so accidental or momentary lapses of social distancing will be dealt with as such. 
Pupils will be reminded of the expectation and expected to amend their behaviour immediately. 
However, if there are instances where pupils deliberately and repeatedly break this rule then 
this will be considered a clear breach of the behaviour policy. This will be dealt with seriously 
and in line with any other breach of the behaviour policy and in accordance with the approaches 
outlined in full within this policy. If the behaviour is unmanageable then we will no longer be 
able to offer that child a place in school whilst social distancing measures need to be in place. 

Please see below the adaptations of the current behaviour policy. In all instances the current 
behaviour policy should be adhered to where possible. Due to the current circumstances following 
the COVID-19 outbreak, the following adaptations will be needed in order to follow the risk 
assessments in place.  The behaviour policy will be applied to all children, including those accessing 
‘care’ as critical worker/vulnerable children. 



Amendments to rewards 

 The Golden Book will be used and the HT/DHT will be invited to the classroom to share this 
work; 

 Children will not be sent to share their work with other teachers; 
 Afternoon tea with a member of SLT will not be in place during this period. 

Amendments to sanctions 

 Children will not be sent to their ‘buddy class’ as a sanction. In EYFS the child must complete 
a  further ‘time out’ period in the classroom (following previous ‘time out’ and verbal 
warning) and parents should be informed by phone call in this instance; 

 In a case of poor behaviour, a member of staff in the child’s bubble will escort the child up to 
the HT/DHT or they HT/DHT will collect them. This will be done to avoid any humiliation and 
to avoid disruption to others’ learning, and to make a point of the serious nature; 

 Detention will take place on a Friday, outdoors to allow for ventilation and to ensure that 
bubbles do not come into contact. 

 


